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	SS Peter & Pauls
701 Fisken St
Buninyong 3357
St Alipius
82 Victoria St
Ballarat east 3350
Parish office
84 Victoria St
Ballarat East 3350 
Ph 5332 6611
Open Tue – Fri
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
	8th September 2024 
Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
“He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.”


	ballarateast@ballarat.catholic.org.au
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/parish/ballarat-east/

	

	MASS TIMES
	[bookmark: _Toc7212994]we pray for

Faithfully departed: Mick Clark, Donald McDonald, Margaret Smith

Anniversaries:  Colin McKenzie, Bob Stevenson, Janette Pearse

[bookmark: _Hlk109334289][bookmark: _GoBack]Unwell: Socorro De Chavez Shelley Pawang, Peter McLachlan, Sarah McLachlan, Carole Simmons

Parish Team
Parish Priest
Fr Justin Driscoll
Assistant Priest
Fr Matthew Restall
     Parish Coordinator
Cathy Prunty

     Administrative Assistant
Natalie Shannon
Finance Officer
Bernadette Prestwood
    Child Safety Officer
Emily Clarke
Principal – St. Alipius School
Phone: 5331 1816
	   Parish Vision 
The combined communities of St Alipius Parish reach out in the spirit of faith, hope, love, and acceptance, as God calls us to in the gospels.

   PARISH MISSION 
Our mission in the Parish of St Alipius is to actively engage and serve our combined communities, embodying the teachings of the Gospel. Strengthened in the spirit of faith, hope, love acceptance and Mercy, we strive to foster a welcoming and inclusive environment. Guided by God’s call to service, we aim to build strong connections, provide spiritual nourishment, promote social justice, and offer support to individuals and families in their journey of faith. Through our dedicated interactions, we seek to deepen our relationships with God, inspire transformation, and make a positive impact in the lives of those we encounter, spreading God’s love and 
compassion to all. 
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	St Alipius
[bookmark: _Hlk148040341][bookmark: _Hlk168602054]Tue 5:30 PM
Wed 11:00 am Mercy Place – parishioners welcome
Thurs & Fri 9:30 AM
Sat 9:30 AM, 6:00 PM Vigil
Sun 9:00 AM (1st, 3rd & 5th weeks)
10:30 AM (2nd & 4th)

Ss Peter and Paul’s
Sunday 9:00 AM (2nd & 4th)
10:30 AM (1st, 3rd & 5th)
Rosary – Thursday 11:00 AM
Mass and prayer resources
www.ballarat.catholic.org.au
Counting team 5
	
	

	
Our Parish is committed to the safety, well-being and dignity of all children, young people, and vulnerable adults.
We acknowledge this land's traditional owners and custodians and pay our respects to their elders, past, present, and emerging.
	
	


parish
St Alipius



[bookmark: _Hlk151634357][bookmark: _Hlk149140180][bookmark: _Hlk142488954][bookmark: _Hlk143163842][bookmark: _Hlk124329570]the Assembly of the Diocese of Ballarat
Our parish of Ballarat East and Buninyong has been invited to nominate two delegates to send to the Diocesan Assembly that will be held at Federation University on Friday evening November 15th and Saturday November 16th. Prior to the Assembly, delegates from parishes, clergy, religious, Diocesan Commissions, Boards and Councils, Catholic education, CatholicCare, Catholic organizations and agencies within the Diocese will be required to engage in some preparation (some will be online). 
Our Parish Pastoral Council will discern the two delegates who will attend the Diocesan Assembly. Parishioners are invited to nominate other parishioners to be considered to be one of the parish delegates. Please forward your nomination to the Parish Office with the name of the person being nominated, qualities that you see in them that make them a suitable parish delegate and include your name as the parishioner nominating them.

BaptismS

Oliver John Britt
Child of Jordan Britt and Sarah Burns

Isla Daisy and Ollie Neville Hetherington
Children of Liam Hetherington and Alana Marshall


becoming a synodal church
What does ‘becoming a synodal church’ mean in our region of Oceania?
WEBINAR
Wednesday 18 September 2024 5:30 pm AEST 
The opportunities and challenges in our region, with its diverse cultures, social structures and histories, not least of which is the impact of climate change on our unique environment, are critical issues for us all.
In the lead up to the second session on Synodality in October 2024, we will hear from four people from our region – one from each of the four Bishops’ Conferences of Oceania – on how they envisage synodality happening in their region. Two are official delegates to the Synod on Synodality, and all have been closely involved in the writing of documents collating responses from our areas.
The panel of speakers – who will make for a stimulating and informative synodal forum – will include: Fr Victor Roche SVD, Kelly Paget, Susan Sela, Manuel Beazley. Christina Reymer will moderate the event.
Planned Giving Program
[bookmark: _Hlk141983456]Thank you to all parishioners who contribute to our planned giving program. Your generosity is appreciated. 
Supporting our parish priests
$1047
Maintenance of parish buildings, office and administration expenses, grounds maintenance etc.
$1028

UPCOMING EVENTs
PPC Meeting 
6:30 pm, September 12th, Presbytery 


Season of Creation 2024
Catholic Earthcare Season of Creation workshop
Caritas Australia’s Catholic Earthcare team is inviting the Catholic community to join its 2024 Season of Creation online convocation, Thursday, September 12 - Saturday, September 14. The online convocation will call participants to ‘Wonder’, ‘Weave’ and ‘Heal’ together.  Participants will enjoy keynote presentations, workshops, discussions and spiritual experiences, before gathering to transform learnings into action.  Keynote speakers include Sr Anne-Maree O’Beirne RSM, Pedro Walpole and Sally Neaves.  More information is available from Season of Creation Convocation 2024 | Catholic Earthcare (caritas.org.au)

professional standards
In April this year, the Professional Standards Office sent Parishes a new safeguarding training module called “Safetrac”, requesting that this training be completed by those parishioners who have been nominated by Parishes as having particular ministries in the Parish that require them to do this basic training.
A large number of people have completed this training, either online or on paper, however, a small number of people nominated by Parishes have yet to complete the training, even after several reminders.
In view of the importance of this training, Bishop Paul has set a deadline for this training to be completed, asking that all those who have been nominated by their Parishes for this training complete the training by October 31 this year. If, for whatever reason, any do not complete the training by that date, they should suspend their ministry in the Parish until they complete the training.














Welcome Bishop Paul to our Ministry District
As part of the 150th anniversary of the Diocese of Ballarat Bishop Paul is visiting each of the 29 parishes of the Diocese ‘from the Murray to the Sea.’ Bishop Paul has said that “Our 150th anniversary will be an opportunity for each community throughout our diocese to remember those who have gone before us, those who have laid the foundations of our parish and school communities and the social services and health care that are provided in our diocese today. The anniversary will be an opportunity to review our history, acknowledging both strengths and weaknesses, celebrating the achievements and recognising the failures to live our Christian faith to the full. It will be a chance to take stock of where we are now and look ahead to how we can live as a truly Christian community, sharing the good news of Christ, in the years to come.”   Bishop Paul will visit the Ballarat East and Buninyong Church communities next weekend, Saturday September 14th and Sunday September 15th.
Safeguarding Sunday
This weekend, the Catholic Church in Australia marks Safeguarding Sunday, on which we pray for those who have been abused, their families and supporters. We recognise and apologise for the harm done by priests, religious and lay people in Church settings. Rebuilding trust and confidence in the Church requires constant work and vigilance. We recommit to cultural change that will help the Church be a place that respects the dignity of all children and adults at risk, and empowers and listens to all people, especially those who are vulnerable.
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ANNIVERSARY CONTRIBUTIONS
Thank you to all who have contributed to information about our Parish for the celebration on 14 December.  Interesting stories about parishioners feature delightfully but we would love some reflections on other aspects of the Parish ie, YCW, Tennis Club, God Start, RCIA, Family groups, St Vinnies, Different Ministries ie the Bereavement team. These need to be
anecdotal and not very long.  If they can be illustrated
with photos all the better.  Please deliver your contribution to the Parish Office or email it.  These stories need to be in by 15 September.











Trivia night
On Friday evening, we held our annual Trivia night and saw an excellent crowd gather in the parish hall.  This night would not be possible without the tireless work of Natalie Shannon whose efforts meant that we raised $2004.20 for the parish.  Natalie, we are very grateful for your work, thank you.  Thank you also to the many people who generously donated prizes to allow us to have some raffles on the night.  We appreciate your generosity.  Finally congratulations to the winners on the evening, where the scores were so tight we needed to have a tie break round!  See you all in 2025.
[image: ]
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confirmation liturgies
During the past week we welcomed 123 children and their families to celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation.  These children were enrolled in the program at the beginning of Term Three and since then have been prepared for the sacrament by their families, using resources from the Ballarat Diocese.  This preparation was supported in our local Catholic schools where Religious Education classes were expanding on the knowledge from home.  We congratulate all these children on choosing to continue with their Sacraments of Initiation.  Please keep them in your prayers.  Thanks to staff from all our schools who supported the children in their preparation and at the liturgies held during the week.

















[image: ]“Let us Open our Ears to Hear”

Gospel reflection by Veronica Lawson RSM	


 Twenty Third Sunday in Ordinary Time	The gospel writer is stressing the all-embracing nature of Jesus’ healing ministry. Land belongs to God and territorial claims on land are no barrier to Jesus’ healing ministry, a lesson Jesus himself has just learned from the Syro-Phoenician woman of Mark 7:26-30.

Today’s gospel draws our attention to the profoundly deaf who find themselves on the edge of the earth community. Without access to birdsong, to spoken discourse, to music and to the vast range of media communication, they often struggle to understand and to be understood. Their capacity to communicate their deepest wisdom, their hopes and dreams, their anxieties and fears, is limited not only by personal disability but also by the incomprehension and impatience of others. 
Whatever degree of deafness is experienced, relief from such an affliction offers far more than physical healing. It brings insertion into the life of family, community, workplace and the wonderful world of God’s other than human creation. It opens up new horizons and unimagined possibilities. Sophisticated hearing aids and cochlear implants can transform the lives of those who suffer from serious hearing loss. We give thanks for the earth elements in cochlear implants, the silicone, platinum, titanium and ceramics and the rare earth elements in hearing aids. 
In first century Palestine, chances of relief from hearing deficiency and associated speech impairment were minimal. Desperate people put their faith in folk healers who used their healing hands and wisely drew upon their knowledge of the medicinal properties in certain herbs and other plants. Many turned to Asclepius, the Greek god of healing, or to his daughter Hygeia. Jesus was an effective healer who used some of the same methods as other healers of his time. In today’s gospel story, he turns to the God of Israel (“looking up to heaven…”) as the source of healing power.
There is layer upon layer of meaning in today’s healing story. Habitat features significantly. Jesus travels from Tyre on the northern Mediterranean coast to the Sea of Galilee via the non-Jewish territory on the eastern side of the lake.














Let us open our ears to hear in the hope that we might understand what we have done to our planetary home and how we might play our part in renewing God’s wonderful yet battered creation.



In Mark’s gospel, the healing power of God is available to Jews and Gentiles, to male and female, to young and old alike. It is available to those with bodily afflictions and to those who are paralysed by anxiety and fear. There is irony in the telling of the story: a Gentile deaf man can be brought from no hearing to hearing, from “speaking with difficulty” to clarity of speech, but Jesus’ own disciples will shortly fail to hear and understand. “Do you have ears and not hear?” (Mark 8:18) is the question he will put to them when they fail to understand. Let us open our ears to hear in the hope that we might understand what we have done to our planetary home and how we might play our part in renewing God’s wonderful yet battered creation.



THIS WEEK’S READINGS
23rd SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 35: 4 – 7 
JAMES 2:1 – 5  
MARK 7: 31 – 37 


NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
24th SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 50: 5 – 9 
James 2: 14 – 18
Mark 8: 27 – 35 
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SEASON OF CREATION 2024

The firstfruits of hope
(Rom 8:19-25)
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