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4th Sunday of Lent
Year A. 
26th March, 2017. 
First Reading 1 Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 A reading from the first book of Samuel In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel. The Lord said to Samuel, ‘Fill your horn with oil and go. I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for I have chosen myself a king among his sons.’ When Samuel arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the Lord’s anointed one stands there before him,’ but the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Take no notice of his appearance or his height for I have rejected him; God does not see as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord looks at the heart.’ Jesse presented his seven sons to Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The Lord has not chosen these.’ He then asked Jesse, ‘Are these all the sons you have?’ He answered, ‘There is still one left, the youngest; he is out looking after the sheep.’ Then Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Send for him; we will not sit down to eat until he comes.’ Jesse had him sent for, a boy of fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing. The Lord said, ‘Come, anoint him, for this is the one.’ At this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord seized on David and stayed with him from that day on. The word of the Lord.

 Responsorial Psalm Ps 22 R. v.1 (R.) The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 1. The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me, to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 2. He guides me along the right path; he is true to his name. If I should walk in the valley of darkness no evil would I fear. You are there with your crook and your staff; with these you give me comfort. (R.) 3. You have prepared a banquet for me In the sight of my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; My cup is overflowing. (R.) 4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all the days of my life. In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell for ever and ever. (R.) 

Second Reading Eph 5:8-14 A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Ephesians Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. You were darkness once, but now you are light in the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of the light are seen in complete goodness and right living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things which are done in secret are things that people are ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed by the light will be illuminated and anything illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said: Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you. The word of the Lord.

Gospel Acclamation Jn 8:12 Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! I am the light of the world, says the Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
Gospel Jn 9:1.6-9.13-17.34-38 (or longer form Jn 9:1-41) A reading from the holy Gospel according to John The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his sight restored. As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I am the man.’ They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. ‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and worshipped him.
RECENT DEATHS:  Gordon Tucker. 
ANNIVERSARIES:  Jack O’Shea, Leo Ryan, Terry McCarthy, Aileen McCarthy, John Paatsch, Joan Mugavin, Ray Everett, Catherine Fleming, Dorothy Sexton, John Mahoney, Toby Hickey, Isobal Holland, 
SICK:  Loretta Kervin, Nathan DeLorenzo,
Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt, Courtney McLennan,  Amber Bayne, Mitchell Johnstone,  Maddi  Allardyce,  Steve Molloy (Hickman’s cousin).
WELCOME.
Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Phone: 5233 1282.
Moderator: Lucy Darcy 52331228.

Visiting Priest: Fr. Peter Murnane who has Sacramental responsibility including Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 0478761231

School Principal:   Anne Ruddell.  52331464.

St Brendan’s:  9.00am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     10.30am Sunday.

ST.BRENDAN’S:  Sunday 2nd April, 9.00am

Communion Minister.    J. Miller
Commentator.                 M. McCarthy
Reader.                             R. O’Dowd
Organist.                             
Procession of gifts.              
Lay Leaders.

E & M McGuane
ST. JOSEPH’S:    Sunday 23rd April 10.30 am 
Communion Minister:  R. Whytcross
Family:                         T & D Ryan
Lay Leaders:

   L Darcy & A. Convery
 
ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES: 
St Joseph’s:   

            
April.

J & M Melville.
May              
A.Convery & A Oborne
ST BRENDAN’S: 
2nd/9th April.            K. Speirs/D. McCarthy

16th/23rd April:        K. McKay/M. Mahoney
COUNTERS:    
2nd April:       J Miller

16th April:      P. O’Shea

Money is to be counted every 2nd weekend.
Dates to remember:
Sunday, April 9th: Sacrament of Annointing. Both Mass centres.

Monday, April 10th: Mass of the Oils @ 6:30pm Ballarat Cathedral.
Lenten Regulations: Common practice of penance is fulfilled through prayer, self –denial & helping others.
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMME:

Please remember in prayer

Lucas Ruddell, Johnny Donovan, Tristan D’Altera, Mitchell Rowlands, Andrew Demasi, Joe Chant & Charlie Robb and their families as  they commit themselves to preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation, Confirmation and Eucharist. 

Trinity College Open Day Invitation – Year 6 students & their parents: Sun, March 26th. Please arrive at school between 1pm and 2pm to be placed in a tour group to be guided around the college and ensure that you are taken to the hall for an address by the Principal and Yr.7 coordinator. The college will remain open until 3.30pm.
EASTER: We will welcome Fr. Brian Gleeson.
Holy Thursday: April 13th, 7.00pm Mass St. Brendan’s.
Good Friday: April 14th, 2.30pm St. Brendan’s.
Easter Vigil: Sat, April 15th, 7.00pm St. Brendan’s.
Easter Sunday: April 16th, 10.30am St. Joseph’s.
Reconciliation with Fr Kevin Arundell. Monday 27th March @ 7pm for community and our 7 Sacramental Children. It will be the 2nd Rite which will give people the opportunity for individual confession.

PROJECT COMPASSION.
With limited support in Vietnam for the education and social inclusion of children with disabilities, young Nguyet lived an isolated life. Then, through as neighbour, her family became involved with a Caritas – Australia supported program offering education, outlets and community interaction, and strengthening her parent’s skills and support networks. Now Nguyet’s mother has great hope for her future. Please donate to project compassion 2017.

“ To live as true children of God 

means to love our neighbour 

and to be close to those who

are lonely and in difficulty ”Pope Francis.
· Happy 93rd birthday to Toby Richens. Hope you enjoyed your special day on Wednesday.

· Congratulations to Maree and TerryMahoney on the arrival of their 

     Granddaughter Kate Maree.
