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4th Sunday of Advent. Year A. 
18th December, 2016. 
First Reading Is 7:10-14 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah. The virgin will conceive. The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord your God for a sign for yourself coming either from the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’ ‘No’, Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the test.’ Then Isaiah said: ‘Listen now, House of David: are you not satisfied with trying the patience of men without trying the patience of my God, too? The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign. It is this: the maiden is with child and will soon give birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, a name which means “God-is-with-us”.’ The word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 23:1-6. R. 

(R.) Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory. 1. The Lord’s is the earth and its fullness, the world and all its peoples. It is he who set it on the seas; on the waters he made it firm. (R.) 

2. Who shall climb the mountain of the Lord? Who shall stand in his holy place? The man with clean hands and pure heart, who desires not worthless things. (R.) 

3. He shall receive blessings from the Lord and reward from the God who saves him. Such are the men who seek him, seek the face of the God of Jacob. (R.) 

Second Reading Rom 1:1-7 A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans.  Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. From Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus who has been called to be an apostle, and specially chosen to preach the Good News that God promised long ago through his prophets in the scriptures. This news is about the Son of God, who, according to the human nature he took, was a descendant of David: it is about Jesus Christ our Lord who, in the order of the spirit, the spirit of holiness that was in him, was proclaimed Son of God in all his power through his resurrection from the dead. Through him we received grace and our apostolic mission to preach the obedience of faith to all pagan nations in honour of his name. You are one of these nations, and by his call belong to Jesus Christ. To you all, then, who are God’s beloved in Rome, called to be saints, may God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send grace and peace. The word of the Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation Mt 1:23 Alleluia, alleluia! A virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God is with us. Alleluia! 

Gospel Mt 1:18-24 A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew. Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David. This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to live together she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is to save his people from their sins.’ Now all this took place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the prophet: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’. When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to his home. The Gospel of the Lord.
RECENT DEATHS:   
ANNIVERSARIES: Christopher Roache, Eric Monaghan, Margaret Hickey, Molly Mahoney, Anne Paatsch  
SICK:  Loretta Kervin, Nathan DeLorenzo, Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt, , Courtney McLennan, Amber Bayne, Mitchell Johnstone,
Maddi Allardyce, Steve Molloy (Hickman’s cousin)
Thank you:
Gratitude to parishioners ,who offered practical support for the funeral of cherished parishioner,Lorraine Russell. Keeping Leo and family ,in our thoughts and prayers.

Great job of cleaning the Parish House windows by the Knights of the Southern Cross

Appreciation, for mowing done throughout the year by Les Lenehan and Rod Newcombe.

Grade 5/6 for beautiful Advent banners.

Grade 2/3/4 and Mr Cole for the revamped award winning 2016 Crib!
WELCOME.
Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Phone: 5233 1282.
Moderator: Lucy Darcy 52331228.

Visiting Priest: Fr. Peter Murnane who has Sacramental responsibility including Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals 0478761231

School Principal:   Anne Ruddell.  52331464.

St Brendan’s:  9.00am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     10.30am Sunday.

ST BRENDAN’S: 24th Dec, 2016   8:00pm.
Please note. Due to circumstances beyond our control the Christmas Vigil will be at  8:00 pm with Fr Denis Ryan
Commentator: C Finlay
Communion Minister: M’O Shea
Reader:  J Miller
Music:
     L McGuane            
 
   ST. JOSEPH’S:25th Dec  10:30 am 
Fr Kevin Arundel will be celebrating Christmas mass.

Communion Minister: S Convery-Oborne

Family: Convery- Oborne
 

ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES: 
St Joseph’s:   

            
Dec:           D Melville

Jan: 
       Slater

ST BRENDAN’S: 

25th Dec/ 1Jan            S. Russell / H. Baggott
COUNTERS:    
11th Dec    L Darcy
Money is to be counted every 2nd weekend.
There will be Reconciliation immediately following both Masses this weekend
Dates to Remember:
18th Dec Reconciliation @St Marys Colac 4pm
18th Dec: Christmas Carols in St. Brendan’s  Church @ 7.00pm.
CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES;

24th Dec.  8:00pm   St. Brendan’s

25th Dec.  10.30am   St. Joseph’s.

Overseas Aid:  Wanted. Used stamps, with 1.5cm of envelope around stamp! Acrylic yarns for women’s craft groups in Peru. Please place in box at back of church.
Next year Trinity College will be celebrating 50yrs since establishment at the Pound Rd site. All former students and staff are invited to register on the Alumni Group. www.tcc.vic.edu.au/trinity/alumni
You can download the form or contact the school for further details. See letter at back of church.
ADVENT GIVING; Donations of non perishable items may be placed in baskets at back of churches. St. Vincent de Paul will make hampers.

New Parish Leadership Members 2017:
Parishioners are asked to start the discerning process. Flyers and recommendation forms are at back of each church.     PLEASE give YOUR consideration for YOUR Parish Community.

World Youth Day Prayer Vigil of the Holy Father.
You might say to me, “Father, I have my limits. I am a sinner .What can I do?  When the Lord calls us, he doesn’t worry about what we are, what we have been, or what we have done or not done. When he calls us, he is thinking about everything we have to give, all the love we are capable of spreading.  

His bets are on the future, on tomorrow, Jesus is pointing you to the future.
PRAYER FOR THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
All:   Loving God, You call us all to be your people united in joy, to prepare the way of the Lord.  These candles have been lit in peace, the peace that Jesus, our Saviour, gives to the world.  Though we have not seen Jesus, we love him: and even though we do not see him now, we believe in him.  Let us prepare, then, the way of the Lord.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Sacraments for 2017:Anyone interested in Baptism, Reconciliation, Eucharist and Confirmation, contact Liz Mc Guane:
0427041072












