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Today we consider the call to 
discipleship. The readings outline the 
various stages of this call and provide a 
sketch of some of the characteristics of 
each stage: the invitation, the discerning 
process and the resulting transformation. 

The call is an invitation from God. It might 
come to us as inner sensitivity, a kind of a 
dream or inspiration. Our interest might 
be captured by a person or an event that 
first attracts us and then beckons us to 
investigate further. It can come in the 
innocence and naivete of childhood, in 
the vigour of young adulthood, or in the 
wisdom of years. It comes when God 
calls.  

The second stage involves discernment. 
Most of us need help recognising 
moments of religious importance and so 
we seek out women and men who are 
practiced in the ways of God, who can 
help us test the spirit. They might be 
recognised religious leaders or prophetic 
guides, or they could be friends or loved 
ones who know us well and who are also 
attuned to the workings of God in their 
own lives.  

Finally, when we respond to the call, we 
discover that we no longer belong solely 
to ourselves; as disciples, we belong to 
the body of Christ. We belong to the reign 
of God; we are now part of the mission of 
Christ. As disciples, we are called to 
proclaim to the world the justice of God. 
What a glorious honour this is!  

© Dianne Bergant CSA 

 

Pray for the Sick:  
 

 

Please remember and pray those who 

are sick: Brendan Fowler, Wilson 

Watts, Kristen Pickford, Devin 

McKlaren, Brian Wain, Bernd Menz, 

Shirley Rohan, Peter Karlsen, and 

Shirley Fletcher   
     

 Recent Deaths & Anniversaries: 

 

We pray for Tony Cappizzi who died 

recently, and those whose 

anniversaries occur at this time: Jean 

Forster, Anne Buckle, Stanley 

Adams, Dennis Power and Terry 

McKenzie 

 

Weekend Mass Times 
Saturday: 6.30pm -Cobden  

Sunday: 9am 1st Sun.-

Simpson 

9am 2nd/4th Sun. Lismore 

9am 3rd/5th Sun. Timboon 

(Lay-led assembly will be held on 

the other weekends) 

Next Weekend Masses 

 Sat: Cobden  6.30 pm 

 Sun: Timboon 9.00 am 

 Camperdown 11.00 am.  

 (LayAssembly–Lismore) 

 

 

Parish Notices 

All notices need to be 

delivered in writing, 

emailed, or phoned into 

the Parish Office by 

noon Thursday. 
 

George Swierczek:   

0439 145 805 
 

Saints and Feasts: 

Mon- St Devasahayam 

Tues- St Berard and Companions 

Wed- St Anthony of Egypt 

Thu- St Charles of Sezze 

Fri- St Fabian 

Sat- St Sebastian 

Parish Priest: 

Fr Neville Stanislaus 

 

Parish Office:  

Jordy Muller 

jmuller@mercy.vic.edu.au 

0403511995 

George Swierczek 

Phone: 0439 145 805 

Child Safety Officer: 

Rose Henry,  

Phone: 0407 875 886 

 

St Patrick’s Primary School  

Principal: Tim Bourke   

Dimora Ave  

Phone: 5593 1962 / 0438334077         

principal@spcamperdown.catholi

c.edu.au 

 

Mercy Regional College 

Principal: Sharon Gillett 

www.mercy.vic.edu.au    

McAuley Campus, Camperdown 

Phone: 5593 2011 

O’Keeffe Campus  

Noorat - Phone: 5592 5353 

 

 

 

Please consider making your Planned Giving 

contributions and Sunday collections via bank 

transfers. This will help running the parish which 

still needs to cover its costs while the current 

situation continues.  

Parish bank details: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 51-571-

8126 (Envelopes). Presbytery: BSB: 083-561 Acct No: 

51-571-8142. Thank you. 

Reading for next Sunday      

1st Reading: Jonah 3:1-5. 10. 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 

7:29-31. Gospel: Mark 1:14-

20. 
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We are a Child-safe, Welcoming and environmentally friendly Parish 

"Our Parish Community wishes to respectfully acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of the lands on 

which we live, work and worship Our God." 

We thank Father Peter Hudson for celebrating Masses in our parishes over the last two weekends. 

In preparation for the Ballarat Diocese’s 150-year Anniversary in 2024, the anniversary committee for 

the Mass of the Oils are searching for significant Catholics from your parish for a display to be presented 

in the Hall after the Mass of the Oils on Monday, March 25, 2024. These people could be a well-known 

person who has achieved success in their chosen field or it could be someone who has left a legacy in your 

parish, as a benefactor, contributor or historian.  Please provide names and supporting information and 

photo to jane.collins@ballarat.catholic.org.au before February 5, 2024. 

Praying with Pope Francis  

The Pope’s Worldwide Prayer Network (Apostleship of Prayer) is an international movement that is more 

than 170 years old.  Each month, the Pope puts forward a prayer intention and asks Catholics around the 

world to join him in prayer.  These intentions cover all sorts of areas of life, encouraging faith, renewing 

hope and calling us to loving service.  Praying each month ‘The Pope Video’ forms part of the Pope’s 

Worldwide Prayer Network – view at www.thepopevideo.org.  

 Pope’s intention for January – For the gift of diversity:  Let us pray that the Spirit helps us recognise 

the gifts of different charisms within the Christian community and to discover the richness of different 

ritual traditions in the heart of the Catholic Church. 

New College of Consultors -  from Bishop Paul Bird CSsR 

Hello Everyone, 

The College of Consultors is a group of priests who serve as an advisory body for the bishop in the 

pastoral care of the diocese. 

The members of the present College of Consultors will conclude their five-year term at the end of this 

month and a new College will take up this role from the beginning of January, 2024. 

I am happy to announce that the following will be members of the new College of Consultors: Fr 

Marcello Colasante, Fr Andrew Hayes, Fr Kevin Lenehan, Fr Ed Moloney, Fr John Monaghan, Fr John 

Corrigan, Fr Justin Driscoll, Fr George Kuruvila and Fr Neville Stanislaus. 

Five of these are members of the current College (Fathers Colasante, Hayes, Lenehan, Moloney and 

Monaghan). Four will be new members (Fathers Corrigan, Driscoll, Kuruvila and Stanislaus). 

Three members of the current College will be retiring from this role at the end of this month. They are Fr 

Kevin Maloney, Fr John Fitzgerald and Fr Jorge de Chavez. 

To all the members of the current College of Consultors I offer my hearty thanks for the counsel they 

have provided over the past five years. 

To all the members of the new College I express my gratitude for their generosity in being ready to serve 

in this way. 

I am also happy to announce that Fr Justin Driscoll will be the contact person for Clergy Life and 

Ministry. 

God bless you all. 

Bishop Paul 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

First Reading:  

1 Samuel 3:3-10.19 

A reading from the first book of Samuel 

Speak, O Lord, your servant is listening. 

Samuel was lying in the sanctuary of the Lord where the ark of God was, when the Lord called, ‘Samuel! 

Samuel!’ He answered, ‘Here I am’. Then he ran to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli 

said, ‘I did not call. Go back and lie down.’ So he went and lay down. Once again the Lord called, 

‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ He replied, 

‘I did not call you, my son; go back and lie down.’ Samuel had as yet no knowledge of the Lord and the 

word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. Once again the Lord called, the third time. He got up 
and went to Eli and said, ‘Here I am, since you called me.’ Eli then understood that it was the Lord who 
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was calling the boy, and he said to Samuel, ‘Go and lie down, and if someone calls say, “Speak, Lord, 

your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

The Lord then came and stood by, calling as he had done before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Samuel answered, 

‘Speak, Lord, your servant is listening.’ 

Samuel grew up and the Lord was with him and let no word of his fall to the ground. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm:  
Ps 39:2. 4. 7-10. R. vv. 8.9 

(R.) Here am I, Lord; 
I come to do your will. 

1. I waited, I waited for the Lord.  
and he stooped down to me; 
he heard my cry. 
He put a new song into my mouth, 
praise of our God. (R.) 

2. You do not ask for sacrifice and offerings,  
but an open ear. 
You do not ask for holocaust and victim. 
Instead, here am I. (R.) 

3. In the scroll of the book it stands written  
that I should do your will. 
My God, I delight in your law 
in the depth of my heart. (R.) 

4. Your justice I have proclaimed  
in the great assembly. 
My lips I have not sealed; 
you know it, O Lord. (R.) 

 

Second Reading:  
1 Corinthians 6:13-15. 17-20 

A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 

Your bodies are members of the body of Christ. 

The body is not meant for fornication; it is for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. God, who raised the 
Lord from the dead, will by his power raise us up too. 

You know, surely, that your bodies are members making up the body of Christ; anyone who is joined to 
the Lord is one spirit with him. 

Keep away from fornication. All the other sins are committed outside the body; but to fornicate is to sin 
against your own body. Your body, you know, is the temple of the Holy Spirit, which is in you since you 
have received him from God. You are not your own property; you have been bought and paid for. That is 
why you should use your body for the glory of God. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation: (Please stand for the Gospel Acclamation) 

John 1:41. 17 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have found the Messiah: 
Jesus Christ, who brings us truth and grace. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel:  



  

We, the Parish community wish to pledge ourselves for our children’s safety and well-being 
 

John 1:35-42 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to John 

They saw where Jesus lived and they stayed with him. 

As John stood with two of his disciples, Jesus passed, and John stared hard at him and said, ‘Look, 

there is the lamb of God.’ Hearing this, the two disciples followed Jesus. Jesus turned round, saw them 

following and said, ‘What do you want?’ They answered, ‘Rabbi,’ – which means Teacher – ‘where do 

you live?’ ‘Come and see’ he replied; so they went and saw where he lived, and stayed with him the rest 

of that day. It was about the tenth hour. 

One of these two who became followers of Jesus after hearing what John had said was Andrew, the 

brother of Simon Peter. Early next morning, Andrew met his brother and said to him, ‘We have found the 

Messiah’ – which means the Christ – and he took Simon to Jesus. Jesus looked hard at him and said, 

‘You are Simon son of John; you are to be called Cephas’ – meaning Rock. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 

Named for the Cosmos 

What’s in a name? A lot, if it is God who confers the name. Jesus of Nazareth, the embodiment of God-

for-us, knew the power of naming in relation to calling and destiny. 

What is the name which God the creator gives to human beings, to humanity, i.e. to you and to me? 

In the beautiful imagery of the Jewish Scriptures, in the book of Genesis, God breathed into the nostrils 
of a figure made of clay, and names the first human being ‘Adam’, a name which means ‘earth creature’ 
(Gen 2:7). 

In today’s Gospel, we see Jesus using his Divine power to name in relation to vocation and destiny. 

God delegated to my parents, to your parents, the privilege of conferring a name. God has known you 
by that name, and your divinely desired role for the cosmos, even before you were conceived. (Jer 1:5) 

That is the name with which you will answer at death and at the end of time to the question: 

‘My beloved [name],  

did you fulfil your role and vocation as an earth creature to garden the earth (Gen 2:15),  
to act as ‘salt of the earth’, i.e. to make it life-giving over a long period of time,  

and to act as ‘the light of the cosmos’, i.e. to enable the cosmos, through your mind and heart, to love 

and praise its Creator. (Mat 5:13-16)?’ 

How will you answer? 

14-January-2024    2nd Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister 

6.30pm: Cobden M McKenzie A Horan J Dwyer 

11am: Camperdown M Saunders M Smart P Kingston 

Counting Team: Smart Family Altar Camperdown: C McCarthy J Delaney 

Church Cleaning: D Cheslett Altar Cobden: Joan Hammond 

Marian Statue: H & J Seuren    

 

21-January-2024       3rd Sunday O.T. Reader P.O.F. E/Minister 

6.30pm: Cobden J Dwyer T Bricknell P Dwyer 

11am: Camperdown S Gillett C McCarthy M Smart 

Counting Team: Smart Family Altar Camperdown: R Henry 

Church Cleaning: M & J Saunders Altar Cobden: Joan Hammond 

Marian Statue: R Henry    
 
The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 

Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) 


