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15th Sunday in Ordinary Time. Year B – 
15th July, 2018. 
First Reading Am 7:12-15 Go, prophesy to my people. Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, said to Amos, ‘Go away, seer; get back to the land of Judah; earn your bread there, do your prophesying there. We want no more prophesying in Bethel; this is the royal sanctuary, the national temple.’ ‘I was no prophet, neither did I belong to any of the brotherhoods of prophets.’ Amos replied to Amaziah, ‘I was a shepherd, and looked after sycamores: but it was the Lord who took me from herding the flock, and the Lord who said, “Go, prophesy to my people Israel.” 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 84:9-14. R. v.8 (R.) Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation. 1. I will hear what the Lord God has to say, a voice that speaks of peace, peace for his people. His help is near for those who fear him and his glory will dwell in our land. (R.) 2. Mercy and faithfulness have met; justice and peace have embraced. Faithfulness shall spring from the earth and justice look down from heaven. (R.) 3. The Lord will make us prosper and our earth shall yield its fruit. Justice shall march before him and peace shall follow his steps. (R.) 

Second Reading Eph 1:3-14 Before the world was made, he chose us in Christ. Blessed be God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with all the spiritual blessings of heaven in Christ. Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us in Christ, to be holy and spotless, and to live through love in his presence, determined that we should become his adopted sons, through Jesus Christ for his own kind purposes, to make us praise the glory of his grace, his free gift to us in the Beloved in whom, through his blood, we gain our freedom, the forgiveness of our sins. Such is the richness, of the grace, which he has showered on us in all wisdom and insight. He has let us know the mystery of his purpose, the hidden plan he so kindly made in Christ from the beginning to act upon when the times had run their course to the end: that he would bring everything together under Christ, as head, everything in the heavens and everything on earth. And it is in him that we were claimed as God’s own, chosen from the beginning, under the predetermined plan of the one who guides all things as he decides by his own will; chosen to be, for his greater glory, the people who would put their hopes in Christ before he came. Now you too, in him, have heard the message of the truth and the good news of your salvation, and have believed it: and you have been stamped with the seal of the Holy Spirit of the Promise, the pledge of our inheritance which brings freedom for those whom God has taken for his own, to make his glory praised.
Gospel Acclamation 1:17-18 Alleluia, alleluia! May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our hearts that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called. Alleluia! 

Gospel Mk 6:7-13 He called the Twelve, and began to send them out. Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them out in pairs giving them authority over the unclean spirits. And he instructed them to take nothing for the journey except a staff – no bread, no haversack, no coppers for their purses. They were to wear sandals, but, he added, ‘Do not take a spare tunic.’ And he said to them, ‘If you enter a house anywhere, stay there until you leave the district. And if any place does not welcome you and people refuse to listen to you, as you walk away shake off the dust from under your feet as a sign to them.’ So they set off to preach repentance; and they cast out many devils, and anointed many sick people with oil and cured them.
Three New Parishes.
Our Ballarat diocese now has three new parishes – formed by joining groups of neighbouring parishes that have already been working together and sharing a parish priest. The new parishes are Saint Mary MacKillop Parish, Western Border; Holy Family Parish, Northeast Mallee; and Mary Glowrey Parish, East Wimmera.  

The Western Border parish covers Casterton, Coleraine, Edenhope, Hamilton and Harrow. The Northeast Mallee parish covers Swan Hill, Sea Lake and the northern part of Quambatook parish. The East Wimmera parish covers Birchip, Charlton, Donald, St Arnaud, Wycheproof and the southern part of Quambatook parish. 

The formation of these new parishes is the fruit of several years of consultation, including the Looking Forward gatherings that have been held since 2014. The detailed proposals for the new parishes developed through discussions among priests and parishioners over the past few months and were endorsed by the Council of Priests at their meeting on June 19. I confirmed the formation of the new parishes on July 1. 

These new arrangements will make it easier for the local communities to share the tasks involved in pastoral care and parish administration and will give the priests more time for pastoral and sacramental ministry. 

The priests who have been caring for these regions will continue to do so. I have appointed Fr Patrick Mugavin as Parish Priest of the Western Border parish, with Fr John Corrigan as Assistant Priest. Fr Matthew Thomas is Parish Priest of the Northeast Mallee parish. Fr Eugene McKinnon is Parish Priest of the East Wimmera parish, with Fr Peter Jose as Assistant Priest.

I thank all the parishioners, parish staff and priests who have been involved in the consultation and planning. I pray that the formation of these new parishes will bring new blessings for our local communities. May we continue our journey of faith with confidence in Christ who has promised to be with us always. 

Paul Bird CSsR

Bishop
Welcome.

Parish of Cororooke.
P O Box 27, Cororooke 3254.

Email: cororooke@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Parish Sec: Trish Hickey 52314667/0428031340
Moderator:  Maureen Finn, 52331458.    0428329231.
School Principal:   
Anne Ruddell.  52331464.
Child Safety Officer: 
Anne Ruddell
St Brendan’s:  

9.30am Sunday. 

 St Joseph’s:     

10.30am Sunday. 

ST. BRENDAN’S:  22nd July@ 9.30am.
Commentator:  M. Finn
Reader:            K. O’Donnell
Musician:           J. O’Dowd
Communion:      A. Ruddell
Lay Leader:  
    
Procession of Gifts:   Lucas Ruddell
ST.JOSEPH’S   22nd July @10.30am.

Family:            
McGuane
Communion 
P. Mulheron
Lay Leaders:        
                                                                                                                            ALTAR & SACRISTY DUTIES:   
St.Joseph’s.   

                                                                    

July:  
    McCormick
August:    B & K McGuane.

St.Brendan’s;  
15-22 July:  J O’Dowd/H Holland

29 July/5 Aug  L McGuane/A Ruddell

COUNTERS;   
15 July: A McCarthy

29 July:  N McKay
                                                                                           RECENT DEATHS:   
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ANNIVERSARIES.   July.
Paddy Finn, Les Goonan, Gerard O’Shea, Lyn Illet, Doreen Johnstone, Miles Turner, Alma Barrow, Joan Parker. Kathleen McKay, Daniel, Mary & Margaret McGuane, Tom Delaney, Maree Mahoney, Win O’Brien, Mick Eastaughffe, Eileen Boylan, Simon Grist. 
SICK:   Fr. Brian Russell, Loretta Kervin
Nathan De Lorenzo, Peter Stewart, Helen Hunt,

Courtney McLennan, Mitchell Johnstone, Maddi Allardyce, Margaret Sherman, Helen Wilsher, Sean McKay.
Date to remember:
· Leadership Team meeting 26th July, 2018 at 7.30pm.
· Bishop Pauls Visit to the Parish on weekend of 4th/5th August.

Plenary Council 2020
Plenary Council 2020 is asking us to Listen and Dialogue. This Listening and Dialogue part of the preparations for the Plenary Council also offers an opportunity for individuals and groups to have your voices directly heard by the Plenary Council prior to the Council’s agenda being developed. These are the questions you are asked to consider and respond to:

1. What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?

2. What questions do you have about the future of the Church for the Plenary Council to consider in 2020?

3. Do you have a story of your experience of faith, or the Church you would like to share? 

Parishes and other groups in the diocese, large or small, are encouraged to gather to listen, talk and respond.  A group does not need to develop a single response.  All responses can be submitted, all voices are welcome.  Attached are guide documents and timeline from the Plenary Council: 

· Listening and Dialogue (Adults);

· PC 2020 Parish Guide;

· Three Year Timeline.

Other Plenary Council resources, including a helpful FAQ (under ‘About’) and Listening and Dialogue children’s version, are available at http://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/.  More information about plenary preparations in the Ballarat Diocese will be available next week.  Amanda Smith, Pastoral Services Consultant, ph. 5337 7125.
We were chosen from the beginning.
