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Weekend of
7th-8th

January, 2017

Mass times:
Saturday vigil:  6:00pm
Sunday: 10:00am

Wednesday: 9:30am

Pastoral Leader: Judith O’Sullivan

Parish Secretary: Ruth Marquand

Leadership Chair: Bruce Chapman

School Principal: Kim Butler

What's happening this week:

“Holy Hour & Adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament” will be held on Friday 13th
January from 7:00-8:00pm in the Church.
All most welcome.

Ruth Marquand
Parish Secretary
Tel: 53317131

Email: office@stcolumbasparish.org

Reflection on the Gospel- Feast of the Epiphany Year A
(Matthew 2:1-12)
-Veronica Lawson RSM

God’s presence is revealed to us in many different ways: we
can read the “book” of God’s creation; we can search out the mean-
ing of our dreams; we can learn from our own and others’ experi-
ence; and we can be attentive to the wisdom of our sacred scrip-
tures. A deep awareness of our place in the Earth community and
our kinship with the other-than-human teaches us respect for all
creation and respect for its power to lead us beyond ourselves.

Epiphany presents us with the wise ones or astrologers
“from the East” who are led beyond themselves and their immedi-
ate location by the rising of a star. They form their own preliminary
hypothesis and travel west to search out the meaning of this sign.
Their questioning in Jerusalem about a new-born “king of the Jews”
attracts the attention of the duplicitous Herod, the Roman-
appointed “king of the Jews”. Advised by the official interpreters of
the Jewish scriptures, through the agency of Herod, they follow the
star that leads them to the home of Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem,
where they find the new born child, the incarnate Wisdom of God.
The gospel does not stipulate how many wise ones or magi come
to pay homage to the child who has already been named as Em-
manuel, God-with-us, with the entire Earth community.

There is no indication in the story as to whether the wise
ones are men or women or both. Nor are we told their number. The
three earth gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh have been tradi-
tionally associated with three different characters, usually kings of
diverse nationality and colour. These strangers are the first to rec-
ognise “God-with-us” in the person of Jesus of Nazareth. They also
come to recognise “in a dream” the duplicity of Herod, who senses
a threat to his political power from the birth of a new-born “king of
the Jews”. They have the good sense not to accede to Herod'’s re-
quest to bring him word of the newborn king. They return home “by
another road”.

The story-teller Matthew leaves room in the tableau for the
insertion of the wise ones who will emerge through the ages. There
is an invitation for us to enter into Matthew’s drama, to be the wise
ones, to join with those of different cultures, to engage in our own
search for Wisdom, and to follow the star that leads to truth and
lasting peace. There is also an invitation to be wary of those who
find their positions threatened by a different sort of power, power
based on vulnerability and openness to new life.

Recent Deaths: Maisie Lamb, Paul McHenry, Nathan Shanahan, Molly Harris,
Anniversaries: Patrick Sullivan, Brian Schreenan, Maureen Armstrong
We pray: for the sick of our Parish

We are Eucharistic people, who love, pray, serve, hope and follow Jesus
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DATE: JANUARY 7 &8

Judith O’Sullivan

PROCLAIMER 2

Rosemary Fithall

WELCOMER Catherine Fara
COMMENTATOR Clare Keogh Irene Monigatti
PROCLAIMER 1 Leo Schreenan Mandy Carroll
Aura Goh

GIFTS

Edgar Family

Pat & Bernie Kenna

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST

JVan de Laar, P & R Marquand

| Monigatti, K O’Loughlin, K Bennetts

LITURGY PREPARATION J O’Sullivan
ALTAR SERVERS Volunteer please Gabrielle Arrieta
OVERHEADS Volunteer please Harry Chapman
SACRISTAN Maree Phelan Megan Bourke

ALTAR & FLOWERS

As arranged

As arranged

WELCOMER

DATE: JANUARY 14 & 15

Margaret Ranger

Pat & Bernie Kenna

COMMENTATOR

Pat Kenna

Clare Fuller

PROCLAIMER 1

Bernadette Clark

Gerard Macklin

PROCLAIMER 2

Kate Lawry

Joanne van der Voort

GIFTS

Pat & Bernie Kenna

Mandy Carroll

MINISTERS OF EUCHARIST

T Keogh Jnr, A Lacey, T Simmons

J Brown, C Fuller, E Kennedy

Pat & Bernie Kenna

LITURGY PREPARATION
ALTAR SERVERS Volunteer please Gabrielle Arrieta
OVERHEADS Volunteer please Judith O’Sullivan
SACRISTAN Sullivan Sisters Maureen van der Ploeg

ALTAR & FLOWERS

As arranged

As arranged

Please feel free to assist if you notice that people rostered on are away. Thank you.

Thank you for your

generous support

1! Collection

For the support of the Clergy of
the Ballarat Diocese

$805.65

2" Collection

(Envelopes)

-Last week’s giving for the up-
keep of the parish

-Average given weekly for this
financial year (week 27)

$1019.40

$2008.93

Christmas Dues

- Presbytery Account

$1230.25

Bishop’s Christmas

Appeal

- Monies distributed by the

Bishop to a variety of projects
and missions

$993.00

We are Eucharistic people, who love, pray, serve, hope and follow Jesus




