
 

Our Sick: Pat Thornton, Catherine Marr                                                 

Anniversaries In December: Brian Fleming, Enid Boyle, Shelia Freeman, Toni 

Lathouwers,        Cyril Karo, Sister Christina Madden, Brian Parsons, Dennis 

O’Connor, Pat Bourke, Harold Craven, Ad Vogels, Ann Dodd, Theodora Vogels, 

Winnie O’Keefe, Darryn Tregea, Maggie Tregea, Terry McMeel, Reg McVilley, 

Lilian McCluskey, James McCluskey      Recent Deaths: Ken Berry, Kathryn Hay 

What are you like at waiting? As one person said: “I’m no good at waiting, but one day as I stood in line 
at a local supermarket I realized I was waiting. Waiting! I was doing what Advent is all about.”  
 That’s what John the Baptist, one of the striking Advent figures, is doing in today’s gospel. Waiting in 
prison for news of the Messiah, wondering is this the one he’d been expecting? We all know the feeling 
given the expectations we might have of Jesus. Perhaps we like what John has said, his stress on the 
power and judgement of the One to come.    
 But Jesus says to John’s disciples, tell him what you see and hear, that the blind, the lame, the deaf, 
the lives of those cast out have been transformed. He isn’t fulfilling John’s expectations so much as 
calling our attention to the prophecy of Isaiah which is referred to in the first reading. 
 The lives of those cast out are transformed and, as in Isaiah, where the wilderness blooms now the 
exile in Babylon is over, they too may return from a kind of exile, full of hope. In today’s gospel these 
are the signs of the kingdom that Jesus points too, rather than God’s retribution. 
 So, what do we see and hear? Can we glimpse the working of God among us in Advent? This may 
seem a daunting task because we’re so caught up in the ‘festive season’ that any talk of slowing down 
is best left till Boxing Day. But what if we’re able to see something else in what we’re already doing? 
That’s what the woman standing in the queue at the supermarket is doing; she’s waiting and that’s what 
Advent is about.  
 Could standing there, or wherever we find ourselves waiting, be such a moment? Why not put the 
phone away and wait? And what about a more formal moment, as we light the third, pink candle of the 
Advent wreath today, on Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday?  
 Amidst the call to pray and to fast, we seek to light a candle and share that light with the forgotten 
ones, inviting them to eat with us, welcoming them into our lives. In pointing to the Christ who is to 
come John bears witness to this light. That’s the point of his life, doubts and all, and why Jesus says 
there is none greater. 
 The point of our lives is to become more Christ-like and discover our ‘greatness’ in him. In doing so 
‘the least in the kingdom of Heaven will be greater’ than John is. We rejoice that we’re invited to help 
build up the kingdom and to enable this we must learn to be patient, as the second reading says, 
waiting in expectation of the Lord’s coming, for he will come and is already present among us, not 
attempting to force God’s hand. 
In Advent, we’re preparing a way for the Lord, realizing, once again, that God so loves the world.   

Sourced from majellan.media 

We pray for all who are suffering and bereaved.  
At this time of sorrow, incomprehension, and tragedy, we stand together. 

In this crisis, we pray for God’s mercy and healing for the sick and for health and strength for all 
who care for them. Amen. 

Columban Calendars 2023 $10.00. See Katrina Currell 

https://majellan.media/


First Reading 

Is 35:1-6, 10 
A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

God himself will come and save us. 

Let the wilderness and the dry-lands exult, 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom, 
let it bring forth flowers like the jonquil, 
let it rejoice and sing for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon is bestowed on it, 
the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; 
they shall see the glory of the Lord, 
the splendour of our God. 

Strengthen all weary hands, 
steady all trembling knees 
and say to all faint hearts, 
‘Courage! Do not be afraid. 

‘Look, your God is coming, 
vengeance is coming, 
the retribution of God; 
he is coming to save you.’ 

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy, 
for those the Lord has ransomed shall return. 

They will come to Zion shouting for joy, 
everlasting joy on their faces; 
joy and gladness will go with them 
and sorrow and lament be ended. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 

Responsorial Psalm 

Ps 145:6-10. R. see Is 35:4 
(R.) Lord, come and save us. 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 
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Second Reading 

Jas 5:7-10 
A reading from the letter of St James 

You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon. 

Be patient, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of a farmer: how patiently he waits for the precious fruit of the 
ground until it has had the autumn rains and the spring rains! You too have to be patient; do not lose heart, 
because the Lord’s coming will be soon. Do not make complaints against one another, brothers, so as not to be 
brought to judgement yourselves; the Judge is already to be seen waiting at the gates. For your example, 
brothers, in submitting with patience, take the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. All: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Is 61:1 (Lk 4:18) 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; 
he sent me to bring Good News to the poor. 
Alleluia! 

 

Gospel 

Mt 11:2-11  
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else? 

John in his prison had heard what Christ was doing and he sent his disciples to ask him, ‘Are you the one who is 
to come, or have we got to wait for someone else?’ Jesus answered, ‘Go back and tell John what you hear and 
see; the blind see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to 
life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor; and happy is the man who does not lose faith in me.’ 

As the messengers were leaving, Jesus began to talk to the people about John: ‘What did you go out into the 
wilderness to see? A reed swaying in the breeze? No? Then what did you go out to see? A man wearing fine 
clothes? Oh no, those who wear fine clothes are to be found in palaces. Then what did you go out for? To see a 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and much more than a prophet: he is the one of whom scripture says: Look, I am going to 
send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. I tell you solemnly, of all the children born of 
women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 
than he is.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord. All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and 
Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL) 



Timboon 

2022 

11th December        

9:00am   Assembly W&C 

18th December            

9:00 am Mass 

24th December Saturday 

Vigil 6:00 pm 

Welcome  N McKinnon K Currell G Vogels 

Leaders K Currell, J McInerney   

Statue P Haugh G Delaney K Currell 

Reader P Nicholson C Marr C Martin 

POF R Hoffmann C Martin  K Currell 

E.M.H.C. A Vogels  C Bullen 

Bulletin  Denny Family Denny Family Denny Family 

Slides A Vogels A Vogels A Vogels 

Cleaners M Turner M Turner M Turner 

Simpson  Assembly W&C 9am Assembly W&C 9am  

Roll up your sleeves; make a difference overseas.  Do you require professional renewal, or are you 

seeking a retirement challenge? Communities abroad are asking for qualified and experienced 

Australians able to mentor their people in education, health, administration, trades, agriculture and 

more.   Imagine yourself re-engaging your vocational passion in Africa, Asia or the Pacific.  Since 1961 

Palms Australia has been recruiting Australians able to offer mentoring that will allow overseas 

counterparts opportunities otherwise unattainable.  Sharing your skills will strengthen the capacity of 

workers overseas to serve their communities for generations to come, long after you return home.  

Communities in American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, 

Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Zambia are seeking to fill a variety of roles. Enquire about those 

roles via www.palms.org.au or by calling 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. 

St Vincent de Paul Flood Appeal: The St Vincent de Paul Society has established a Victorian Flood 
Appeal.  Contributions can be made by:    Calling 13 18 12;                                                                                                                                                       
Visiting https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022                                                    
You can also make a monetary donation through any Vinnies Shops at point of purchase; via your local 
IGA where the purchase of a token supports the recovery of Victorians devastated by these recent 
floods. 

A Message form the Diocesan Finance Office., Manager Andrew Jirik. 
For some time now, via CDFPay, parishioners have been able to give to either the 
1st or 2nd collection (and or the appeal(s) of the day) through either a one-off, or 
recurring, donation. Many parishes have this information on their website and/or 
newsletter. An idea that was shared at today’s Council of Priests meeting was to 
use a QR code on the parish notice sheet (we’ve all become very comfortable with 
using QR codes). The attached QR code will take the user to the CDF Pay website 
where the user can select their parish and make their donation.  

Christmas Mass Times: 2022  
Saturday Vigil 6:00 p.m in Timboon, Vigil 6:00 p.m. Cobden, Vigil 8:00 p.m. Camperdown,  
Sunday, Christmas Day Mass 8:30 a.m. Lismore. 
Reconciliation Rites: Lismore 11

th
 December, Timboon and Camperdown 18th December.               

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is celebrated within the weekend masses.  

Making a Scene at Christmas A display of over 500 Christmas Nativities from more than 60 countries 
at the Bridge Mall, Ballarat from December 10-23, 2022.   You can see and smell real frankincense and 
myrrh and see coins minted around the time the census was called that brought Joseph and Mary to 
Bethlehem. There will be hand crafted cultural nativities from Australia, Africa, Asia, North & South 
America and Europe (and one that went to Antarctica).  Entry is by gold coin donation. All welcome. 

http://www.palms.org.au
https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022

