OUR COMMUNITY NEWS

Parish Safeguarding Officer: Sandy Watkins: 0409 492 508
Email: ballaratnorth@ballarat.catholic.org.au

Contact: St Columbas Ballarat North: 5331 1012

Fr Marcello Colasante: 0416 194 825

Special Parish Events (Baptisms, Weddings, Funerals) Phone: Bernadette Franc 0427678830

Parish Support - If you need help with anything, please phone one of our members:
Gail Hall: 0412 311 586 Bernadette Franc: 0427 678 830

18TH AUGUST 2024 20" SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - B

Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has
eternal life, and | will raise him on the last day.
John 6:54

ANNIVERSARIES:

Mavis Vinecombe, Frank Briody, Neville Tardrew,
Clive Drinkwater, Betty MacPherson, Doug Impey &
Pasquell Montodure.

PRAY FOR THE SICK.:

Dennis Davies (Genevieve’s brother), Pat Byrne,
Blake Dridan, Shelagh Mulcahy,

Fr Adrian Mclnerney, Graeme Trethowan,

Mia Hanrahan, Colleen Hains,

and all those in need of prayer.

ROSTER:
Introduction & Reading
Today: Sue Mahony
25" Aug: Bernadette Franc
Prayers of the Faithful
Today: Maureen Schirmer
25" Aug: Angela Gerrard
Assembly Leaders
1%t September: Sue Mahony & Carita Clancy
Special Minister
1%t September: Gail Hall
Music
Sue Mahony
Church Cleaning, Linen, Flowers
18" & 25": August: Bernadette Franc & Therese Jess
Church Grounds
18" & 25" August; Bill Franc
Newsletter
Month: August - Carmel Milenkovic 0407 320 759

MASS TIMES
25" Aug: MASS 8.30 am 21 Sunday in Ordinary Time

Diocesan e-News see the below link:
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/news-events/e-
news

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY

WINTER APPEAL

The theme of the appeal 2024 is “Working Homeless”
To donate online, go to www.vinnies.org.au

or call 131812.

Our Diocesan Community — Issue 2 2024
The second edition of ODC 2024 is available for
collection from the diocesan offices in Ballarat. Please

encourage parishioners to take copies to the homebound,
nursing homes, hospitals, etc., to spread the good news
of the diocese. This edition is also available to view
online
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2
024/07/0DC-July-2024-1.pdf

ACU Big Sing for a Big Cause - August 25, 2024

The Australian Catholic University, in partnership with St
Patrick’s Cathedral (Melbourne) and St Patrick’s College
(Ballarat) is hosting “Big Sing for a Big Cause”, which will
see singers, choirs and instrumentalists combine for a
special performance, raising funds for those affected by
homelessness. The concerts will be in Ballarat and
Melbourne, performing Street Requiem, a piece co-
composed by Dr Kathleen McGuire, a renowned
composer and ACU senior lecturer in Music Education.
Donations will be raised for Peplow House (a ministry of
CatholicCare Victoria) and ACU's Urgent Financial
Hardship Grant. For more information go to
https://www.ballarat.catholic.org.au/acus-big-sing-for-a-

big-cause/

The Ballarat Diocesan Social Justice Commission invite
all to a Reflection Day, in celebration of the launch of the
Australian Catholic Bishops’ Social Justice Statement
2024-2025, “Truth and Peace: A Gospel Word in a Violent
World” on Saturday, September 7, 2024 from 10.00am -
2.30pmat Ss Michael and John’s Horsham Parish Centre.
Facilitator for the day is writer and educator, Michael
McGirr. Registration will be required to attend.

*hkkkkhkkkhkkhkhkhkrkhkhhkx

The themes for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B
guide us to live wisely, nourish our spirits with Christ in
the Eucharist, and be thankful. These readings remind us
that true life and joy are found in following Jesus and
living according to God’s will.

Prayer
Lord help us to seek wisdom and live wisely. Guide our

steps and fill us with your Holy Spirit. Nourish us with your
presence and keep us thankful and joyful. Amen

“A little boy was listening to a long and excessively boring
sermon in church. Suddenly the red sanctuary lamp caught
his eye..Tugging his fathers sleeve, he said “Daddy, when
the light turns green, can we go?”
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GOSPEL Jn 6:51-58
A reading from the holy Gospel according

to John.

My flesh is real food and my blood is real drink.
Jesus said to the crowd:

‘I am the living bread which has come down
from heaven.

Anyone who eats this bread will live for ever;
and the bread that I shall give

is my flesh, for the life of the world.’

Then the Jews started arguing with one another:
‘How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” they
said. Jesus replied:

‘I tell you most solemnly,

if you do not eat the flesh of the Son of Man

and drink his blood,

you will not have life in you.

Anyone who does eat my flesh and drink
my blood

has eternal life,

and I shall raise him up on the last day.

For my flesh is real food

and my blood is real drink.

He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood

lives in me

and I live in him.

As I, who am sent by the living Father,

myself draw life from the Father,

so whoever eats me will draw life from me.

This is the bread come down from heaven;

not like the bread our ancestors ate:

they are dead,

but anyone who eats this bread will live
for ever.’

The Gospel of the Lord.
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LIVE FOREVER

What does it mean for us to live forever, to
abide in Christ and have Christ abide in us?
This is the question that lingers for me. I invite
you to ponder too.

The reading from Proverbs brings an invitation
from Wisdom to a banquet where a question
is raised: Will you leave the way of ignorance
and join the way of insight? This is the only
way forward to life. This snippet links to the
Gospel where the Bread of Heaven discourse
continues by reiterating the final sentence
from last week’s Gospel. We observe that
‘Whoever eats of this bread [the living bread
from heaven] will live forever’ is replicated in
the last line, ‘But the one who eats this bread
will live forever.” These sentences frame the
‘Amen, Amen’ (‘I tell you solemnly’) saying
given in response to the Judeans dispute
about eating Jesus’ flesh. Life, eternal life, is
only possible for those who partake of Jesus’
flesh and blood.

These readings remind us how difficult it
must have been for first century followers to
understand fully who Jesus is and what he
offered. For the Johannine community the
reinterpretation of the Mosaic Law to a new
understanding of the Christ causes distress.
It isn’t that easy for us to understand today.
What we might understand is our deep need
to be in communion in the body and blood
of Christ in the community. How much we
missed that during the pandemic. Blessed,
broken, shared and given: the body of Christ,

Amen.

Dr Rosemary Canavan
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME / B

FIRST READING

A reading from the book of Proverbs.

Prov 9:1-6

Come and eat my bread, drink the wine I have

prepared.

Wisdom has built herself a house,

she has erected her seven pillars,

she has slaughtered her beasts, prepared her
wine,

she has laid her table.

She has despatched her maidservants

and proclaimed from the city’s heights:

‘Who is ignorant? Let him step this way.’

To the fool she says,

‘Come and eat my bread,

drink the wine I have prepared!

Leave your folly and you will live,

walk in the ways of perception.’

The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM

R. Taste and see the goodness of the
Lord.

Ps 33:2-3, 10-15. R. v. 9

1. I will bless the Lord at all times, / his
praise always on my lips; / in the Lord my soul
shall make its boast. / The humble shall hear
and be glad. R.

2. Revere the Lord, you his saints. / They
lack nothing, those who revere him. / Strong
lions suffer want and go hungry / but those
who seek the Lord lack no blessing. R.

3. Come, children, and hear me / that I may
teach you the fear of the Lord. / Who is he
who longs for life / and many days, to enjoy
his prosperity? R.

4. Then keep your tongue from evil / and
your lips from speaking deceit. / Turn aside
from evil and do good; / seek and strive after
peace. R.

THE SAVING WORD

18 Aucust 2024

SECOND READING
A reading from the letter of St Paul
to the Ephesians.

Eph 5:15-20

Be watchful that you may know the will of God.

Be very careful about the sort of lives you lead,
like intelligent and not like senseless people.
This may be a wicked age, but your lives
should redeem it. And do not be thoughtless
but recognise what is the will of the Lord. Do
not drug yourselves with wine, this is simply
dissipation; be filled with the Spirit. Sing the
words and tunes of the psalms and hymns
when you are together, and go on singing and
chanting to the Lord in your hearts, so that
always and everywhere you are giving thanks
to God who is our Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
All who eat my flesh and drink my blood

live in me and I in them, says the Lord.
Alleluia!

Jn 6:56
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